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Meritage Homes joins HomeAid Colorado to Help
Disadvantaged Teen Moms and Kids at Hope House of Colorado
Groundbreaking for $4.4 million Expansion to Triple Organization’s Capacity

(Denver) With 67 percent of teen moms living below the poverty line and over 4,000 babies born
to teen moms in Colorado every year, Hope House of Colorado has a waiting list for its free self-
sufficiency, residential and educational programs.

With the goal of helping teen moms become economically self-sufficient, Hope House served
165 teen moms and 245 children last year — and its current rental facility is operating at
maximum capacity.

"We are thrilled to break ground on our new Resource Center, which will allow us to
significantly expand the number of teen moms we empower every year," said Lisa Steven,
Founder & Executive Director of Hope House.

Hope House launched a capital campaign two years ago to raise the funds to build their own
Resource Center that will allow the organization to ultimately triple the number of teen moms
and children served annually.

The campaign gained momentum through a partnership with HomeAid Colorado, a nonprofit
provider of housing and services for Coloradans experiencing homelessness.

When Hope House was selected as its 2017 beneficiary, Meritage Homes stepped in as volunteer
builder captain of the project, managing the construction of the facility and assisting in securing
trade partners to provide in-kind labor, materials and services.

“HomeAid Colorado has been partnering with quality service agencies helping those most in
need for 17 years. We are excited for the opportunity to bring together an agency with the heart,
passion and experience to help teen mothers and their babies reach self-sufficiency with a skilled
and generous home builder. We consistently witness that much more can be achieved with great
collaborations,” said Laura Brayman. Executive Director of HomeAid Colorado.

Building the new Resource Center comprises Phase 1 of the project; an Early Learning Center
will be built during Phase 2 to provide quality childcare and early learning lessons to the children
of the teen moms who are in class at Hope House. Once both phases are complete, Hope House
will be able to triple the number of teen moms served annually.

“Meritage is proud to partner with HomeAid and act as the volunteer Builder Captain of the
Hope House project,” said Rusty Crandall, Division President of Home Aid. “HomeAid and
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Hope House are dedicated to reducing the number of homeless mothers and improving the
quality of life for so many in our community. We are honored to be part of this extraordinary
project and look forward to breaking ground.”

The new facility is located in Arvada, and a Groundbreaking Ceremony & Pancake Breakfast
was held on Sat., Jan. 28.

"This project would not have been possible without our amazing community as well as HomeAid
Colorado and Meritage Homes,” said Steven. “Their investment will change the future of teen
moms and children from across the Denver-metro area for generations to come.”

Hope House of Colorado is metro-Denver's only resource providing free self-sufficiency
programs to teen moms, including Residential, GED and College & Career Support
services. Additional supportive services include parenting and life skills classes, healthy
relationship classes, financial literacy workshops and certified counseling, all designed to
prepare them for long-term independence.

Caption 1: Omarion Jelks, 6, and his mother, Hope House graduate Chantia Jelks, help
move dirt at the Groundbreaking Ceremony on Jan. 28.

Caption 2 Community members, Meritage Homes, HomeAid Colorado and dozens of teen
moms and their children gathered to celebrate Hope House of Colorado’s expansion that
will allow the organization to triple its capacity.

About HomeAid Colorado

HomeAid Colorado is a nonprofit provider of housing and services for Coloradans experiencing
homelessness. Through the generosity of builders, trades and suppliers, HomeAid has completed
52 units for homeless families, domestic violence victims, veterans and youth, adding 386 beds
and donating over $4 million in in-kind labor, materials and services through the home building
industry. The value of projects across the state totals $12.6 million, with an additional $7.1
million worth of projects in various stages of development. For more information, visit
www.homeaidcolorado.org.

About Meritage Homes

Meritage Homes is the seventh-largest public homebuilder in the United States, based on homes
closed in 2015. Meritage Homes builds and sells single-family homes for first-time, move-up,
luxury and active adult buyers across the Western, Southern and Southeastern United States. For
more information, visit MeritageHomes.com.

About Hope House of Colorado: Hope House of Colorado is metro-Denver's only resource
providing free self-sufficiency programs to teen moms, including Residential, GED and College
& Career Support services. Additional supportive services include parenting and life skills
classes, healthy relationship classes, financial literacy workshops and certified counseling, all
designed to prepare them for long-term independence. Hope House relies on numerous
volunteers and local business partnerships to accomplish its mission.Hopehouseofcolorado.org.
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